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Japan is a global leader in science, technology, and
innovation, known for its precision, sustainability, and
seamless blend of tradition with progress. From bullet
trains to robotics, and global giants like Toyota and Sony,
Japan continues to shape the future.

This transformative Edu-Cultural Tour was organized by
Vidyalankar Institute of Technology, Mumbai, and
coordinated by Prof. Sonaali Borkar, giving students

firsthand exposure to Japan's excellence and culture.

Home of cherry blossoms and bullet trains. n
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Where every train is on time and every garden is in balance.



Day |

* Arrival in Tokyo
™\ (Oh June 2025)

The journey began with the arrival at Haneda International
Airport, Tokyo, marking the start of an immersive and enriching
experience in Japan. The efficiency of immigration procedures,
cleanliness of the surroundings, and the polite, organized
conduct of airport staff offered an immediate glimpse into the
country’'s renowned discipline and hospitality. From the very first
interaction, Jqpon's commitment to order, precision, and
respectful service set a tone of admiration and curiosity, paving

the way for the days of learning and exploration that followed.

Haneda Airport

Where tradition meets tomorrow — Welcome to Japan.



Day 2
Academic &

Scientific Exposure
(05 June 2025)

Sophia University, Tokyo

The highlight of this visit was an
engaging session with Prof. John

Joseph Puthenkalam. He introduced

the students to Japan's innovative

approaches to sustainability, climate
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resilience, and global academic
collaborations. One of his students
T e presented India as a case study,

i e A bridging the experience between two

cultures sparking discussions.

Precision, peace, and progress — the spirit of Japan.



Miraikan - National Museum
of Emerging Science &

Innovation

From humanoid robot to space
missions, the Miraikan showcased
Japan’s scientific foresight and

public science engagement.

Rinkai
Disaster Management Park

Realistic earthquake simulations
and  disaster  preparedness
systems  highlighted Japan's
urban safety, community

training, and resilience.

In Japan, technology bows to culture.



Tokyo City Tour
(06 June 2025)

Students explored the Tokyo
Tower, Zojoji Temple, Asakusa
Sensoji shrine— experiencing the
unique contrast of futuristic
skyscrapers  and  traditional
architecture.

The group appreciated the
cleanliness, public  transport
systems, and overall discipline in
the city’s daily rhythm.
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a Clean streets, clear minds — the Japanese way.



Arakurayama Sengen Park

Day A

Mt. Fuji
(07 June 2025)

A breathtaking blend of
natural beauty and
seamless travel as the
group journeyed from
Tokyo to Kyoto with scenic
halts at Mt. Fuji and Lake
Ashi.

Mt. Fuji — where nature stands in perfect stillness.



Day 5

Kyoto & Nara
(08 June 2025)

Day 5 was for Japan's rich
cultural and spiritual heritage
exploration - the historically
significant cities of Kyoto and
Nara. The journey felt like
stepping back in time, where
every temple, pathway, and
shrine reflected Japan's deep-
rooted values of peace,
respect, and  mindfulness..
Efficient transportation makes

travel between these

destinations seamless.

a From sacred foxes to street cats, Japan cherishes all life forms.



Suica Card

Day 6

Osaka via Shinkansen
(09 June 2025)

Shinkansen, Japan's renowned bullet train. This high-speed
journey offered students a firsthand experience of Japan’s
world-class transportation system—known for its remarkable

punctuality, comfort, and cutting-edge engineering.

Katsuoji Journey in Shinkansen Osaka Castle

Upon arrival in Osaka,
students were encouraged
to explore the city through §
self-managed group
activities, allowing them to
experience local life, cuisine,

and culture independently.

A nation of quiet strength and loud innovation. g



Day 7
Departure from

® Ransai
(10 June 2025)

*

With hearts full and minds expanded, the contingent
departed from Kansai International Airport, carrying
memories of discipline, technological marvels, and cultural
beauty that will last a lifetime. The airport's smooth
operations and polite service were a final reflection of

Japan’s precision and grace.
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Respect. Discipline. Innovation. That's Japan.



JAPAN'S
GRCATNESS

Among Japan’s many iconic landmarks, a few stand out not
just for their visual appeal but for the deep cultural stories
they carry. Its ability to honor loyalty, embrace progress, and
preserve spirituality, all in one breathtaking narrative.

Hachiko Statue

Learning from a land that never stops evolving. m



Historical
SISNIFICANCE

Japan's history is a rich tapestry woven from the eras of

samurai warriors, feudal shogunates, and imperial rule.

Historic towns and sites, from ancient wooden temples to well-
preserved castles, provide a window into the country's storied
past. These landmarks showcase the evolution of Japan's

governance, culture, and architecture over centuries.

Katsuo-ji

Sinto Shrine Shitennoji

Temples teach what textbooks can't — the rhythm of reverence.
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Takeaways @

1. Global Exposure to Technology & Innovation

2. Cultural Immersion & Heritage Appreciation

3. Academic Enrichment

5. Sustainability & Disaster Preparedness

+
+
+
+ 4. Discipline & Civic Values
+
+

Experiential Learning Beyond the Classroom

The real souvenir from Japan is a changed perspective.



b

{ '
-

Faculty at Zojoji Temple

£ 4 : Kansai Airport
Zojoji Temple 1,% I

Hotel Ibis Style, Kyoto

We didnt realize we were making
memories, we just knew we were having fun.

Sophia University Campus

Tokyo City Tour

Fushimi Inari, Kyoto

Mountains, markets, and moments — Japan gave us all.



M/y;irsf EduTour to Japan was onD
the most memorable experiences of my
lifel A perfect blend of technology and
culture, the trip offered clean cities,
punctual transport, kind locals, and
delicious food. Visiting Sophia University
and learning from Prof. Puthenkalam
was truly inspiring. | felt safe, well-cared
for, and supported throughout, thanks to
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My educational tour to Japan

organized by my college
Vidyalankar Institute of Technology
was truly enriching. We explored
Japan’s perfect balance of tradition
and innovation—visiting tech hubs in
Tokyo, cultural landmarks in Kyoto,

and the vibrant streets of Osaka.

our wonderful faculty and guide. The experience broadened our

Heartfelt thanks to VIT for organizing creadkemie cuileek andl I

such a thoughtful, enriching, us with |asfing life lessons. ¢

and unforgettable journeyl!

Shlok Banubakode

B.E., Information

/ cchnobgy
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EXPERIENCES
MUSINGS

Jiya Jadhav
T.E., Electronics &

Computer Science
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As a faculty member, this Edu-Cultural Tour to Japan was not just a professional

milestone, but a deeply personal one as well-it was my first international trip, and
I'm incredibly grateful to have experienced it even before completing one year at

Vidyalankar Institute of Technology. | sincerely thank the institute for this
enriching opportunity and for believing in young faculty like me. Japan left me
amazed with its discipline, cleanliness, and quiet efficiency. Whether it was the |
silent flow of crowds at Shibuya Crossing, the spiritual calm of Kyoto's temples, or |
the precision of the Shinkansen, every moment felt thoughtfully crafted.| &
Interacting with students in a global context, exploring advanced technologies, and [
witnessing Japan's harmonious balance of tradition and innovation truly®
broadened my perspective—both as an educator and as a learner. '

Prof. Srushti Bhavsar
First Year Engineering

99

m Beyond sights and sounds, Japan gifted us wisdom.
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